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[The fourth petition])

October 30,1949
His Excellency Elpidio Quirino,

President of the Philippines Republic.

Excellency,

I have the honor to address to you another letter in behalf my Takesue Furuse, who
has been sentenced to death by the Philippines Military Court.

During the past 200 days since [ sent you my first petition I have lived like one doing
penance, reflecting on the enormity of war and the share of guilt I must bear as a
fellow countryman of Furuse and other Japanese war criminals. The consciousness of
my standing together with him before judgement has led me from solemn contemplation
of sin and redemption to a deep faith in God. [ have come to realize that “the life which
[ live in the flesh [ live by the faith of the son of God "

[ believe more strongly than ever than only the miracle of the unforgivable being
forgiven can bring to mankind eternal peace, which will never be achieved by
demending tooth for tooth.

In the beginning did God work miracles to save the world, Now is the moment for
still another great miracle.

Excellency, I look forward to witnessing this miracle -the forgive of the
unforgivable- in the name of your beloved children who were so brutally snatched away

from You.

None can measure the depth of the grief, wrath and hate that must have filled your
heart. But in the faith [ have newly embraced I dare say that it is your dear children in
Heaven who were crucified like Christ, and who are now to work the great miracle of
mercy that will bring to the feet of God heathens and unbelievers, thanking and
praising the Lord.

[ pray for the pardon of Furuse, not as a soldier of honor, but as a man. In solitude and
in sorrow and contrition he has lived with God for these long weeks and months since
his conviction. An ample opportunity has been given him for spiritual regeneration. He
will return to his country a living gospel of love, and help rebuild Japan as a peaceful
nation, chastened and free.

Excellency, | am a painter of peace. Your Minister, Dr. Africa knows me well. To art and



artists there is neither border nor race.
When the great miracle is accomplished. I hope to perpetuate its memory on canvass by
being allowed the privilege of painting the hallowed images of your beloved children as
angels of salvation. That would be the best service I could render to the peace and concord
between your republic and my country.

Most respectfully.

Tatsuo Kano
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Statement of President Quirino

July 6,1953.

I have extended executive clemency to Japanese war prisoners serving terms
in the Philippines not as an amnesty which requires concurrence of the Philippine
Congress.

I should be the last one to pardon them as the Japanese killed my wife and
three children and five other members of the family. I am doing this because I do
not want my children and my people to inherit from me hate for people who might
yet be our friends for the permanent interest of the country. After all, destiny
has made us neighbors.
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