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Whoever doesn't believe in dreams is not a realist
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Members of the Human MNature Science Institute

Munich 1907 Universal Peace Congress.
Bertha von Suttner: front row second from the left
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Bertha von Suttner
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Bertha von Suttner
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Whoever doesn’t believe in dreams is not a realist was published by
the Dutch publishing house De Bovenkamer as a token of appreciation
for the work that Mr. Akio Komatsu and his team at the Human Nature
Science Institute do for International Peace. On 23rd November 2014
the first copy of this book was presented in Matsue, Japan, during
the Symposium The Sunrise from Izumo, hosted by Komatsu Electric
Industry Company.

Whoever doesn’t believe in dreams is not a realist
Dear Mr. Komatsu,

Last year the Carnegie Foundation commissioned me to make a sculp-
ture representing Bertha von Suttner (1843-1914) on the occasion of
the centenary anniversary of the Peace Palace in The Hague. In order
to create a good sculpture, a sculptress has to immerse herself in the
subject matter. To this end, Marianne Kleijwegt, the publisher of this
book, and | decided to go on a trip to trace some of Bertha's footsteps.
I would like to take you on a journey that has been life-changing for me.

In her day, Bertha von Suttner is the most famous woman in the world.
She is a writer, peace activist, the first female laureate of the Nobel
Peace Prize and spiritual mother of the Peace Palace that was financed
by Andrew Carnegie. In her book Die Waffen nieder! (Lay down your
arms!, 1889) war is described from the point of view of the people
staying at home for the very first time in history. She challenges the pre-
vailing view of her contemporaries that war is honorable and masculine.
This results in a peace movement of unprecedented proportions. Die
Waffen nieder! opens with the Battle of Solferino (1859). The day after
this battle, Henry Dunant witnesses the enormous massacre that had
taken place and this prompts him to found the Red Cross. The fact that
over a period of about thirty years different people in different places all
over Europe developed similar visions, offers food for thought. Could
there have been some kind of widespread, collective mindset?
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Before we set off on our travels, Minister of State Peter Kooijmans pays
a visit to my studio. Kooijmans was Dutch Minister of Foreign affairs
and served as a judge for the International Court of Justice in the Peace
Palace for eight years. He and | conclude that the only significant ques-
tion that has to be answered in order to create a relevant sculpture
is: ‘Who would this woman be today? Would she be a member of
Greenpeace? No. Would she be a member of Amnesty International?
Yes. Would she be accepted? No." Even to this day her appeal for total
disarmament remains too revolutionary. Kooijmans visit gives me the
inspiration | am looking for. This is the chance of a lifetime. | know | will
not be portraying a woman from the 19th century, but a woman living
in the here and now: clever, proud, passionate, intelligent, tenacious,
creative, but also difficult. A woman who uses everything, and | mean
everything, to fight her battle. A sculpture to inspire.

In February 2013 we drive to the German city of Gotha where Bertha
von Suttner’s ashes are kept at the Columbarium. We leave a bouquet
of Dutch flowers. After that we drive to Prague where she was born
in one of largest city palaces of Europe. Her life unfolds like a novel.
She stems from the aristocratic military family Kinsky von Wehinitz und
Tettau. Her father dies before she is born. Her mother has a gambling
addiction and gambles away Bertha's inheritance. When, at a marria-
geable age, Bertha rejects the proposals of three princes she decides
to become self-supporting: a great disgrace for a worman of her social
class. It will be her first act of resistance.

She gets a position in the house of Baron Von Suttner. To the dismay of
their families, Bertha and Von Suttner's son, who is seven years her ju-
nior, fall in love. When the situation becomes unbearable, Bertha leaves
for Paris to work for Alfred Nobel. When he meets the stunningly beau-
tiful Bertha at the station, he falls madly in love with her. He forgets his
manners and utters the memorable words: ‘Madam, is your heart still
free?” Their working relationship is short-lived. Bertha travels back to
Vienna and marries Arthur von Suttner in secret. Alfred Nobel proves to
be a man of honor. Bertha and he remain lifelong friends and whenever
necessary he supports her financially. The couple’s relatives are furious
and banish them. They take up residence in the Caucasus, where they
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witness the terrible Russo-Turkish war. With her own eyes Bertha sees
the humiliation and disruption of war. In reaction to this she writes Die
Waffen Nieder! It is her second act of resistance.

When finally Die Waffen Nieder! is published in Austria and Germany,
the book becomes all the rage. It is translated into sixteen languages.
Peace movements all over Europe reach out to each other. The first
major peace movement in world history is a fact. Darwin’s theory of
evolution teaches Bertha that human beings are capable of change.
She studies the psychological methods that governments use to ma-
nipulate their people and mobilize them for warfare. Her analyses are
razor-sharp, confrontational and still ring true today.

Bertha asks Alfred Nobel many times to support the peace movement,
but he refuses every time. | think | understand this. As the inventor of
dynamite, Nobel profits from warfare. However, Bertha is unaware of
the fact that, before he dies in San Remo on 10th December 1896, No-
bel records the conditions for the Nobel Peace Prize in his last will and
testament. Andrew Carnegie's granddaughter, Linda Thorell Hill, told
me that her grandfather and Bertha were great friends. It was Bertha
who persuaded Carnegie to house the Permanent Court of Arbitration
in a charismatic, alluring building. ‘That building will represent a new
age. From now on differences between states will be resolved by a
judicial power that stands above these parties. Warfare is desperately
old-fashioned and there is no need for it anymore.’ Today we would
say: ‘Peace is cool.'

Mr. Komatsu, | have read your book and studied the things your Human
Nature Science Institute endeavors in the field of International Peace.
When you speak about peace, you see it as an extension of harmony.
Harmony is a concept that is probably experienced differently and is
rooted deeper in Asia than it is in the western world. The history of
Europe consists of endless battles and bloodshed reaching a climax in
two world wars. These are so terrible that after World War Il poets stop
writing their verses and sculptors stop their search for beauty. The ar-
tistic world is crippled and silenced. Germany offers endless apologies.
A program by the name of Wiedergutmachung (reparation) is set up. In

38

places where Germany caused a lot of damage, German civilians vo-
lunteer to repair it. This is unrelated to all the reparation payments that
are made by the German government. Even today there are programs
that mainly focus on acquainting young people with the mechanisms of
war, peace and coexistence.

When | was six years old | had to start school. My father asked me
to take an atlas from the bookshelves. | was sitting on his lap and he
showed me the map of Europe. ‘Look, Ingkie, this little country that we
live in is called The Netherlands. And this big country here is Germany.
Soon you will be going to school and other people will start interfering
with your upbringing.” Although the war had been over for fourteen
years it was still a big issue. ‘When you're in class and the teacher or
one of the children is talking about ‘krauts’ (a derogatory term for Ger-
mans), you will stand up, walk out of the classroom and come straight
home. We need to do everything in our power to become friends.’
This man, who had survived three camps during the war, did not want
his children to start their lives with feelings of revenge. Looking back |
understand that this attitude made my father a hero. He wanted us to
start our lives with an open mind and in the greatest freedom possible.
He understood that we are all interdependent. We had arrived in a new
age.

Mr. Komatsu, | think that this story of a man and a child is also your
story. In your own words: ‘We have reached the point of no return,
we are now all dependent on each other through the international la-
bor division in the basic industries of food, clothing and housing.” To
reach your goal you employ a variety of methods. The fact that you
also involve the arts moves me greatly and | will try to explain why. If
art is solidified thought, what could be the function of a sculpture re-
presenting Bertha von Suttner? A sculpture is a stationary moment in
time, the outcome of a row of successive thoughts and associations. If
the essence of thought is clear and universal, the artwork can, from out
of the blue, provide an insight that is more comprehensive and deeper
than that provided by a pile of books. At first sight a work of art affects
the heart and only later it reaches the head. If a work of art moves the
spectator, it is also able to mobilize that person. The spectator may be
prompted into action. And this is exactly what you wish to achieve with
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your Institute. You wish for mankind to work on peace and imagine and
reflect on their desired future. You request an active attitude. It is your
dream to build a stage of empathy for man’s evolution for the first time
in history in the Japanese archipelago and the Korean Peninsula, the
place where the three nuclear superpowers meet. You believe this can
be done by learning from American smart power, Chinese hexie (har-
mony), Korean hwajaeng (harmony) and Japanese wajoo (harmony).
You have a dream about Okinawa to become an Island of Perpetual
World Peace with a center that consists of three main institutions.
First: The World War and Peace Picture & Video Center, second: The
Memorial Tower and third: The Palace of Wa (peace/harmony).

On behalf of the Human Nature Science Institute you would like to
propose to make the Korean Peninsula and Japan a nonnuclear zone
with the strong support of the three big nuclear powers and designate
the area as a birthplace of Wa culture. Also, the step-by-step nuclear
disarmament of all the nations with nuclear weapons, you believe,
should start simultaneously. Simultaneously, that is the word. There is a
Sculpture to inspire in The Hague and a Sculpture to inspire in Matsue.
In The Hague young people are inspired to think about war and peace.
They are made aware of the fact that an individual is almost always
able to stand up and make a difference. Bertha von Suttner lived in an
age in which a collective mindset existed. The question we should ask
ourselves now is: ‘Do we also live in an age with a widespread collec-
tive mindset? And if so, what do we intend do with it?"

Shakespeare said that artists are the true witnesses of their age. But
the arts are capable of more than just bearing witness to their age. The
arts are able to transform. This entails that unutterable feelings, va-
rying from deep longings to inconceivable hardships, can be discussed
without directly naming them. It is this mechanism that enables the
unimaginable to become imaginable. On this subject Albert Einstein
remarked: ‘Imagination is more important than knowledge. For know-
ledge is limited to all we now know and understand, while imagination
embraces the entire world, and all there ever will be to know and un-
derstand.’ Literature and the visual arts boost imagination. The arts
nobilize our conscience. By placing oneself in someone else’s shoes
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the other will become more familiar and destruction will no longer be an
option. Give the enemy a face.

Mr, Komatsu, you not only have a vision about a beautiful future for the
world, but also about the steps necessary to achieve il. | have deep
respect for you and can only say that all important people started by
following their dreams. And this closes the circle. Whoever doesn't be-
lieve in dreams is not a realist

Warmest regards and ... peace is HOT.
Ingrid Rollema

Ingrid Rollema and her father 1953
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On the Occasion of Bertha von Suttner's Centenary
—Result=Ability(0 ~ 100) XPassion(0 ~ 100) X Thought(-co~ 0 ~ +00)—

Akio Komatsu

Ladies and Gentlemen:

My name is Akio Komatsu, chairman of the board of directors of The Human,

Nature & Science Institute Foundation (HNS) in Japan.

It is my honor and greatest pleasure to meet you all today who love and respect our
Bertha von Suttner at this special place commemorating the one hundredth year of
her death and share with you her hopes and wishes throughout her life dedicated to

peace.

As explained in the video, we (HNS) have, as positive Peace advocators, devoted
our efforts since twenty years ago to creating a framework of human empathy

through unofficial diplomacy, visiting war and peace museums world over.

According to newspapers, Japan decided to ignore the Potsdam Declaration on July
29th of 1945, and the atomic bombs, for the first time in human history, were
dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. World War II, the most devastating war in
history ended when Japan surrendered following after Italy and Germany by
signing on the Missouri on September 2nd. In Japan August 15th has been
designated as the Day of the “Termination of the War” since the Emperor Hirohito
made a radio broadcast on the day. The term “termination of wars,” we strongly
believe, should have a very positive meaning that “Japan should be a forerunner to

help put an end to all wars for good and bring about perpetual peace on earth.”

About a century ago Bertha von Suttner, a novelist and active pacifist in Europe and
America, predicted the outbreak of a world war in her novel Lay Dow Your Arms,
warned the annihilation of mankind in Barbarization of the Sky, influenced Alfred
Nobel in his decision to include a peace prize among Nobel Prizes, which she won
as the first lady (the fifth laureate) in history. It is, I believe, our duty to make the

best use of her renewed hopes and teachings in our world today.
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In 2013, a sculpture of Suttner was made by Ms. Ingrid Rollema, a sculptor, and
displayed during the centennial commemoration of the foundation of the Peace
Palace (the World Court) in The Hague which was constructed with the donation
from Andrew Carnegie. I was at the unveiling ceremony then and deeply moved by
Ms. Rollema” s personality and her work which definitely carries her profound
thought. T am happy to be able to display, all thanks to many related people, a
second bust of Suttner by Ms. Rollema before you today at this special place where
she passed away a century ago. After the exhibition in Vienna the sculpture will be
moved to Japan to advocate peace widely to the people who do not know much
about Suttner. Ialso hope that many more sculptures of her will be built all over the

world to encourage both people and money to form a steady current of peace.

Shimane Prefecture, Japan where I was born and started my business forty-two years
ago is located on the other side of the Korean Peninsula where nuclear threat is a
reality by now. Besides, it has the largest nuclear power plant in Japan. In 2005
Shimane Prefecture designated the “Day of Takeshima (Dokdo in Korean)” in their
efforts to help establish the Japanese sovereignty over the island. However, it only
triggered the further conflicts and disputes over the territorial issues of the islands
and the seas in East Asia.

After contemplating in Japan the death of Yi Jun in 1907 who lived by his belief and
was the chief delegate of the Imperial Korea to the 2nd International Peace
Conference, the death of Bertha von Suttner in 1914, the outbreak of World War I,
etc., and how these and other events were interwoven to form the present situations
of the world, I would like to announce our project plan and make a proposal this day
of June 17th of 2014 in Vienna, Austria.

It is a project of “Peoples’ United Nations & the International Peace Center.”

The framework of the United Nations was agreed upon in Yalta Conference in
February of 1945 and the five permanent members of the UN Security Council have
been playing leading roles of the international organization of 193 members who

represent their own governments. They sometimes use their armed forces in order
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to practice justice. “The Peoples’ United Nations” on the other hand is a group of
people who “represent their own people” to discuss as rationally as possible on the
bases of human nature and history how to make stories by which justice functions

for everyone in the long run.

“The International Peace Center” plan was born from our studies of geopolitical
meanings in the human history of Okinawa which is not yet free from various kinds
of antagonism. The center will be a “facility of promises” to open the door to the
future of humankind and help Okinawa become an “Island of Perpetual World
Peace.” The Center consists of the following three main institutions.
(1) “The World War and Peace Picture & Video Center” will play a role of a kind of
“central museum” of war and

peace museums in the world by inter-connecting them on the internet by using
ICT.
(2) “The Memorial Tower” will collect the data of all the war victims in modern
wars and record them permanently

in the form of electronic data to which visitors have free access from any place
of the world.
(3) “The Palace of Wa (peace/harmony)” will make the best use of the forefront of
science and technology and

sponsor many activities to bring forth “the culture of Wa” such as peace
conferences, “Wisdom Olympics,”

throwing light on people who have contributed to peace, etc.
On behalf of the Human, Nature and Science Institute I would like to propose to
make the Korean Peninsula and Japan a nonnuclear zone with the strong support of
the three big nuclear powers and designate the area as a birthplace of “Wa culture.”
Also, the step-by-step nuclear disarmament of all the nations with nuclear weapons,

we believe, should start simultaneously.
About three hundred years ago, Sutoh Yahee of Hiyoshi Village of Izumo Province

(now Yakumo Town, Matsue City, Shimane Prefecture), also my hometown, spent

his own fortune and cut through a hard andesite mountain called Mt. Tsurugi with
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his hammers and chisels in order to change the route of the often flooding river and
saved the villagers. He worked on the project for 42 years from 56 to 97 and died in
peace at the age of 102.

His unyielding story like that of Bertha von Suttner will appear in the form of
serialized novel titled The Eternal River on Nihon Suido Shinbun (The Journal of
Japanese Water Service) beginning in July, 2014. Then it will be published as a book
in five different languages; Japanese, English, Korean, Chinese and Russian.

A huge bronze statue of him was made in Shandong Province, China (known as a
place where the collaboration between Kuomingtang and the Communists took
place) at around the same time when the sculpture of Suttner was made in Europe.
His statue will be shipped to Japan to be placed in Yakumo Town on August 1st
which is designated as the “Water Day.”

A book titled Glimpses of Unfamiliar Japan was written to introduce Japanese
culture in early days to the Western world by Lafcadio Hearn who was born in
Greece and came to Japan during the Meiji period. He wrote the book basing on his
own experiences in Matsue.

Standing on Izumo, a birthplace of “Wa culture” and the land where The Eternal
River was written, we will keep writing our own story of “world peace and water,”
making full use of ICT. It is our sincere hope that a steady current will be made soon
and start running into a major stream toward our proposal of nuclear disarmament

and the world peace project.

Thank you very much.

June 2014
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