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2019/11/8 The Daily Manila Shimbun

Japanese doll statue of Quirino’s wife, children in Muntinlupa
Museum
March 1, 2019

A Japanese art piece to promote peace was placed in the newly-built “Museo ng Muntinlupa”
(Museum of Muntinlupa) on Friday.

The doll, called “Pray for Peace: Alicia and her three children”, was inspired by the family of
former President Elpidio Quirino, who gave clemency to the Japanese soldiers detained at the
New Bilibid Prisons n Muntinlupa City in 1953.

According to its sculptor, Akemi Abe, it not only symbolizes the family of Quirino whose wife and
children were killed but to all Filipino victims during the Japanese occupation.

She said in order to cut the cycle of hatred one must show forgiveness.

“That's why I named it Pray for Peace because as they are in the process of going to heaven but
while going, they are praying for peace,” said Abe in an interview with The Daily Manila
Shimbun.

Abe said she is honored to be part of this project and be present in Friday's event.

The doll statue was donated by the Kano Museum of Art from Shimane, Yasugi City in Japan to
the Quirino Foundation which gave it to the museum for the public to see it.

One of the guests is the daughter of Tatsuo Kano, one responsible for the granting of clemency
to the Japanese prisoners of war after sending petitions letters to Quirino on 1949.

In July 1953, Quirino finally granted executive clemency to those charged with war crimes,
including 114 Japanese prisoners of war.

“My father has been sending petition letters to President Quirino since 1949 asking for a

clemency for the Japanese wars criminals,” Kano Museum of Art Honorary Director Kayoko Kano
https://manila-shimbun.ph/top/japanese-doll-statue-of-quirinos-wife-children-in-muntinlupa-museum.htmi
said in her speech during the museum’s soft opening.

“President Quirino gave the pardon to Japanese POWSs as gesture in response to the idea of my

father who thought forgiveness shall be the start of the friendship among two countries,” she
added.

Kano said she is happy that Filipinos will be able to see the petition letters wrote by her father
as it will be displayed at the 2nd level of the museum with the doll statue.

“Such gesture should not be forgotten by the Japanese,” she said.

“I wish from my heart that peace around the world, including the Philippines and Japan will last
forever,” she added.

Cory Quirino, representative of President Elpidio Quirino Foundation, said they are very grateful
and touched with the gesture of the Kano family.

“This beautiful madonna represents not just love but also forgiveness,” Quirino said.

She said they are even happier after Mayor Jimmy Fresnedi said the city of Muntinlupa are open
to have a “sister city agreement” with Yasugi City.

“The presence of the Kano family has formalized this dream and we hope to pursue this dream
and make it a reality. We are ever grateful and we will continue to keep that memory and that
friendship alive between Kano family and Quirino family. To keep our history alive that we will

never forget,” she added.

Other memories of the Japanese occupation in Muntinlupa City can be found on the 2nd level of
the 5-storey museum located at Centennial Avenue in Barangay Tunasan.

The museum has yet to be opened to the public. Ella Dionisio/DMS
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Japanese doll statue of Quirino’s wife, children in Muntinlupa Museum
March 1, 2019
A Japanese art piece to promote peace was placed in the newly-built “Museo ng Muntinlupa”
(Museum of Muntinlupa) on Friday.
The doll, called “Pray for Peace: Alicia and her three children”, was inspired by the family of former
President Elpidio Quirino, who gave clemency to the Japanese soldiers detained at the New Bilibid
Prisons n Muntinlupa City in 1953.
According to its sculptor, Akemi Abe, it not only symbolizes the family of Quirino whose wife and
children were killed but to all Filipino victims during the Japanese occupation.
She said in order to cut the cycle of hatred one must show forgiveness.

“That’s why I named it Pray for Peace because as they are in the process of going to heaven but
while going, they are praying for peace,” said Abe in an interview with The Daily Manila Shimbun.

Abe said she is honored to be part of this project and be present in Friday's event.

The doll statue was donated by the Kano Museum of Art from Shimane, Yasugi City in Japan to the
Quirino Foundation which gave it to the museum for the public to see it.

One of the guests is the daughter of Tatsuo Kano, one responsible for the granting of clemency to
the Japanese prisoners of war after sending petitions letters to Quirino on 1949.

In July 1953, Quirino finally granted executive clemency to those charged with war crimes, including
114 Japanese prisoners of war.

“My father has been sending petition letters to President Quirino since 1949 asking for a clemency
for the Japanese wars criminals,” Kano Museum of Art Honorary Director Kayoko Kano said in her
speech during the museum’s soft opening.

“President Quirino gave the pardon to Japanese POWs as gesture in response to the idea of my
father who thought forgiveness shall be the start of the friendship among two countries,” she added.
Kano said she is happy that Filipinos will be able to see the petition letters wrote by her father as it
will be displayed at the 2nd level of the museum with the doll statue.

“Such gesture should not be forgotten by the Japanese,” she said.

“I wish from my heart that peace around the world, including the Philippines and Japan will last
forever,” she added.
Cory Quirino, representative of President Elpidio Quirino Foundation, said they are very grateful
and touched with the gesture of the Kano family.

“This beautiful madonna represents not just love but also forgiveness,” Quirino said.
She said they are even happier after Mayor Jimmy Fresnedi said the city of Muntinlupa are open to
have a “sister city agreement” with Yasugi City.

“The presence of the Kano family has formalized this dream and we hope to pursue this dream and

make it a reality. We are ever grateful and we will continue to keep that memory and that friendship



alive between Kano family and Quirino family. To keep our history alive that we will never forget,”
she added.

Other memories of the Japanese occupation in Muntinlupa City can be found on the 2nd level of the
5-storey museum located at Centennial Avenue in Barangay Tunasan.

The museum has yet to be opened to the public. Ella Dionisio/DMS
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The Daily Manila Shimbun (DMS) was first distributed in Metro Manila on May 3, 1992 as
the Kyodo News Daily (KND)
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BAREORHiRICH S Korean Peninsula and Japanese Archipelago
R S L HAH Where Nuclear Powers Meet

The Korean Peninsula and the Japanese Archipelago are just located where the

B 2E S LT, BARGELEIRS D T4, HA, @EIRE T three nuclear big powers, the U.S., Russia and China meet.We do not know any
< o L " - i - . 5 " country which has abolished nuclear weapons after declaring that it succeeded in
DAy DRIZCBELL, IR T TRERRY 21, HA - Hid obtaining such weapons. As long as Japan and ROK are protected by the
EEBHIZABIOEERISHUTIHEZ RATE0S, HARRETT, American nuclear umbrella, we really have to prepare a special scenario for DPRK
LrolEbEa sy, ERETTHAPE, BE. kEL, BNk xR to abandon their deadly weapons. It should be a scenario to illustrate a clear road

for us, Japan, ROK and DPRK, to admit and take full responsibilities for the
history of man.

MZATOET, BEHNOMEBER AL BAUE, Bt bakAEEck
D9, Coffgtke R atich, WEEEDE AN B oKX, #

KL AE. RSSO G RTE B The three nuclear big powers, China, Russia and America, have a lot of domestic
sk e - " i " problems like all the other countries in the world. If any of such problems should

VT, SHASEICTAMRD. 7/ DR B 2 EATT I, AT go beyond the critical point, the nuclear weapons they hold would be most

[, (SRS EBIMRF SN DI 5ITCY, JhozakEk, Baten dangerous things. Making the Korean Peninsula and the Japanese Archipelago a

FLTELARERE O, TREGMTEAOTLEI D, v+ - - nuclear-free zone should provide all the nuclear powers, whether they are big or

small, and all the disputing areas of the world with an incomparable example of

VIS A A AR 28 B R B i hope :_md encouragement. This wquld also provide us a chance to .devclt)p a’r}(l

ARG B A (R A establish sure ways to build peace in the whole area of Japan Sea/East Sea. Then
the other countries in the world would surely like follow our suit. I believe that
this should be the No.1 project for Japan and ROK to cope with who have been
enjoying thriving economy after the World War II.
BHUH A E D) AHBARSAHER RIT (2011 F28 2288 1 RE1H)- (A partial quotation from The Shimane Daily Newspaper, Feb.12, 2009)
2014 %11 A23 B 4RFE 1 B - WAIET 56 ) £SWLFEA L,
ROURL, F£/cldQRI—FT, BFWBT—F D50 0O—RTEEY,
URL : http://www.hns.gr.jo/books/chousenhanntouto.htmi

Akio Komatsu  President Komatsu Electric Industries Co., Ltd.
Human, Nature & Science institute Foundation
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