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Dear All,

Off course we do hope that you had all a very nice trip back to Japan. We have experienced the trip

as very valuable. For me it was 30 years ago that I visited Poland. At that time Poland was behind
the ‘Iron Curtain’ and so poor and so afraid of everything. A miracle has taken place. In 30 years you
see no difference between Western Europe and Poland.
The visit to the extermination camp was utmost shocking. Shocking in two ways. One because it is so
nearby in history and we learned so much about it from our families and schools and on the other
hand it is because this has done by humans. The species we belong to! It is shocking to see where a
wrong system can lead you!

It was also confronting to realize that the tension between Japan and its neighbors is still so
vulnerable and delicate. This has in a way in my opinion also to do with systems.

The opera was shocking in a different way, with a blink in the eye!. To have a performance in a
church is unthinkable in the tradition of the Dutch, but the voices were unbelievable. We are not
Catholic but we were surprised. I show photo’s here in Holland to friends and family and they cannot
believe that an opera is performed in a church that is functioning as a church! (house of God) This
has to do with the fact that we are decedents form the Calvinist tradition and not Catholic.

We stayed one more day extra in Krakow and it was amazing. It is a beautiful city with an amazing
history. I show you some photo’s. It is an Venice without water. We also paid a visit to the cathedral
in the salt mine! My sunglasses were extremely successful. People like to borrow the glasses to make
a selfie and people wanted to buy them. We made friends very easy with this glasses it was big fun!
Above all we enjoyed your company so much and we miss you all. Do you remember you start
drinking the pancake batter at the our first breakfast together?! Oef big danger at the beginning of
the day! Although we cannot speak each other’s language I believe we had warm communication and
a deep and warm connection. Now we look to a little white snowflake, a beautifully decorated fan and
silk embroidery on the wall. Earrings are in the shop to transfer them into clips! We like to thank
you for your company and hope we meet again.

I saw in the message from Hamana Miyako that we were mentioned in het radio program. We will
see photos of our visit in the future. Our photographer made beautiful pictures I saw. I regret that I
could not, at that moment, stand with you in front of the monument in Birkenau but photo shop will
do miracles! We will send some of ours later when we have all collected.

Thank you so much for your company and we wish you a nice and fruitful week. And we have to
thank mister Shinichiro Nakamaru again for his beautiful translation and his patient to do this over
and over again! It was so good that Hamana Miyako could read the letter in Japanese language of
the project “blinded by the light” at the dinner table when we were reunited after five years!

It was a special and hart warming journey that we will never forget! Thanks to all of you!

Warm regards,

Marianne Klijwegt and Ingrid Rollema
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